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Overview: Presenting Historical Research
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	Historians must be able to convey complex ideas to different audiences. Often, they must also share their research in a set amount of time or space. It is important to know that the information that is included, excluded, or modified within a presentation can dramatically affect how an audience understands the work of historians. Many times, audience members are comprised of fellow professionals who are familiar with both the topic and the language of the profession. In many other instances, however, historians must be able to explain the importance of their research to the general public. In such cases, their audiences are often not familiar with their methods or their subject, and historians must translate findings in a way that makes the material understandable while still conveying the importance of the topic.
Historians share their work through public lectures, books, museum exhibits, and a variety of other mediums. In Project 3, you will be sharing your findings in a PowerPoint or Prezi multimedia presentation. The manner in which you present your research will impact your audience’s understanding of that topic, just as the secondary sources that you have read on your topic have affected your own viewpoint. As you will learn from reading and watching the resources in this learning block, the words you choose and the images you share can significantly affect what your audience takes away from your presentation.


Article: Everything You Need to Know about Presenting a Scholarly Paper in Public
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	Read this article by the American Historical Association and learn about how historians think about presenting their research to the public. Compare with the Project 3: Multimedia Presentation Guidelines and Rubric. What advice is applicable to the presentation you are working on in Theme: Interpreting History?


Videos: The Secret Structure of Great Talks (18:11) & The OTHER 1960's Presentation (52:18)



	
The Secret Structure of Great Talks (18:11)
Review the points in this Ted Talk about giving effective presentations.


	https://youtu.be/M34zyEp5aH4
Kevin Boyle: The OTHER 1960's
This video shows historian Kevin Boyle presenting on the 1960's. While it is not necessary for you to watch the entire presentation, notice how Boyle exemplifies the advice from the American Historical Association’s article. Watch how he is able to improvise when the audience is asking questions about his project. What approaches taken by Boyle might apply to your presentation?
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